
 

 

Written by Brian Sandalls 

 
Introduction  
   

As l present this introduction l realise, as with my 
audience, l am one of life's learners and feel, as a 
groundsman, this should never change. 

 
The purpose of this eBook is to pass on some of the 
things l have learned for myself and from my peers, 
who have always had the desire to share their 
knowledge, for which l am truly grateful. 

 



I hope this guide helps better prepare you for the 
autumn and winter ahead. This guide has been written 
to be very simple and accessible rather than a technical 
masterpiece. I believe this guide is much in the same 
format as my most recent blogs, which go straight to 
the basics of the how, what and when of each task. 

 
This eBook will equip you with all the basic knowledge 
you need to keep your square in the best possible 
condition ahead of next season, with some real 
nuggets of wisdom and advice. 
 

A big thank you to our sponsors on page 21-24, who 
made it possible to give the eBook away free of charge. 
………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Cutting 
 
 

Autumn and winter cutting may sometimes not be at 
the top of a groundsman priority list after a long hard 
season. In this section, you will see why it is so vital. 

 
   
 

• The first cut after renovations should be carried 
out when the plant is around 30mm in height and 
the plant does not pull out by hand, but snaps 
somewhere down the leaf. 

• Cutting can be done with either a rotary or a 
cylinder mower; the key is to ensure the blade or 
cylinder is on cut and cutting paper cleanly. Ideally, 
you should not cut any more than a third of the 
leaf off in anyone cut. If the square has been 



completely reseeded, then a rotary is the best 
option for the first few cuts. 

• Ensure the ground condition are dry enough so as 
not to smear the soil or bury any emerging grass 
into the surface. 

• The first cut should be around 30mm (height bar 
to measure in above picture), followed by 
gradually lowering to a guide height of 18-22mm 
for the winter period. 

• The reason we want to keep the grass at around 
18-22mm is to ensure air gets in and around the 
plant; this will prevent disease and also encourage 
a thicker, more dense grass cover. 

• Cutting could be weekly in October, down to 
fortnightly by December, and down to once a 
month in January/February. 

• Aim to cut in a few different directions as this will 
help keep the grass upright. 
 

http://www.brushesnorthwest.com/ 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 
 

http://www.brushesnorthwest.com/


 
Feeding 

  

Please note- l am not qualified to give advice on the 
supply of fertilisers or chemicals, this is a basic guide. 
For qualified advice, speak to your FACT/BASIS certified 
fertiliser sales representative. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• autumn and winter feeding with a granular 
feed or liquid is required to keep the plant 
healthy, which should be encouraged to grow 
steadily with a balanced fertiliser. Ideally, any 
feeding should be based on soil nutrient 
analysis but, as a general guide, something like 
a 6-5-10 (nitrogen/phosphorus/potassium) 
ratio, or something similar, with no more than 
8% nitrogen.  



• We are aiming for a steady pattern of growth, 
rather than a flush of growth, which will cause 
disease such as fusarium patch. 

• Squares do not need to be bright green but, 
equally, should not be yellow, so somewhere 
in between should be the aim. 

•  

Prior to the start of the season (February/March) 
possibly use a product such as Greenmaster Cold start 
11-5-5. This product works at lower temperatures than 
others, but ensure the plant is growing and avoid frost. 
https://www.pitchcare.com/shop/icl-greenmaster-pro-lite-
fertilisers-fine-turf/icl-greenmaster-pro-lite-coldstart-11-5-5-
8fe-25kg 

 
 

• If the grass is underfed and in need of a nitrogen-
based fertiliser, you will get a disease called ‘red 
thread’. This can easily be rectified by a nitrogen-
based fertiliser application. In terms of prevention, 
a regular feeding programme should be in place. 

• Feeding of the square should be done with a 
cyclone disc spreader rather than a drop spreader. 

• I would recommend if your total spread (on 
fertiliser spreader) is 10ft wide, then you go half 
rated at 5ft centres. This will allow for the spreader 
throwing out more one side than the other, but do 
check the instructions for your particular spreader. 

https://www.pitchcare.com/shop/icl-greenmaster-pro-lite-fertilisers-fine-turf/icl-greenmaster-pro-lite-coldstart-11-5-5-8fe-25kg.html
https://www.pitchcare.com/shop/icl-greenmaster-pro-lite-fertilisers-fine-turf/icl-greenmaster-pro-lite-coldstart-11-5-5-8fe-25kg.html
https://www.pitchcare.com/shop/icl-greenmaster-pro-lite-fertilisers-fine-turf/icl-greenmaster-pro-lite-coldstart-11-5-5-8fe-25kg.html


• Ensure you have calibrated the spreader (see link 
in red) or use a piece of 1 metre square plastic or 
carboard first, to ensure you apply the intended 
rate which is often 35 grams a square metre. 
https://youtu.be/hE2HeYH_BsY 

• Before applying, ensure you read the back of the 
bag as this will have all the information regarding 
application and when and when not to fertilise. 

• Using a fertiliser during autumn/winter with some 
fe (iron) in it, will keep help keep the moss at bay. 
Just avoid frosts and ensure it is well watered in as 
recommended on the bag. 

• As a priority, in January/February, i.e. during the 
slowest growing months. get you soil nutrients 
analysed for the reserves of phosphorus and 
potassium and your soils pH levels. Ask your 
fertiliser supplier who will be able to arrange.  

https://www.collier-turf-care.co.uk/ 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.collier-turf-care.co.uk/


Monitoring 

There is a popular myth amongst some that, once a 
square has been renovated and put to bed, as 
popularly described, the work is done on the square for 
the year. Obviously, this is not the case as you have 
already read in the above guides. 

This is also the case in December/January/February if 

you can do no more due to a cold spell than get down 

to the ground and have a look at what's happening on 

the square, then that is not a waste of time. This vital 

information that can help you order in supplies for 

when the cold spell breaks. It may also give you some 

idea of what issues you have and a way forward to 

improving and preventing them for next year. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

• How does the grass look - yellow, weak, long in 
areas? 

• Are there any unusual areas of dead grass, possibly 
disease? 

• Is there moss and, if so, in what areas? 



• Is there surface debris, such as leaves, twigs and 
animal droppings? 

• Are there worm casts? 

• Problem solver! 
• Yellow and weak - see feeding/cutting section. 
• Disease - see cutting, feeding and Pest and Disease 

section; they are linked. 
• Surface debris, hand pick if just twigs, or get a 

machine with a brush attachment to collect. You 
can even use a rotary mower. 

• Moss - see feeding section and incorporation of 
iron. 

• Worm casts - see section on Pests and Diseases. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pests and Diseases 
 

 
  

The most common pests on a cricket square are likely 
to be worms, leatherjackets (crane fly larvae) and 
rabbits damaging the plant and leaving organic material 
on the surface. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

• Worm killing chemical control is now out of 
the question, but there are a few products on 
the market to prevent unwelcome conditions 
for casting worms, only casting worms cause 
issues. Speak to you BASIS/FACT certified sales 
representative for specific advice.  

• Another control for worm casts is dispersing 
with a drag matt or broom. The grass leaf 
needs to be dry when this is done and this is 



not always easy but, with other methods 
somewhat limited, an option. 

• The most common turf disease is something 
called ‘red thread’ - press here for more 
information. 

• Fusarium is another disease that can affect a 
cricket square. With chemical control no 
longer an option, keeping the leaf dry 
(brushing) and upright with regular mowing 
will help. Winter aeration will also help keep 
the plant drier, along with a healthy feed, but 
don’t overfeed the plant or you will create a 
soft, disease prone leaf. 

• Fertiliser applications with the addition of fe 
(iron) will also keep the plant strong and 
prevent disease in the first instance and/or the 
addition of lawn sand (yes sand). 

• Rabbits are not a major issue, but l personally 
don’t like them nibbling at the new seed on 
the ends over winter. If that is also a concern 
for you, l would recommend, erecting some 
road pins and 3 or 4ft high chicken wire fence. 

 

• For leatherjackets (picture above-to the right), 
l would advise that you speak to your BASIS 
certificated sales representatives; there are 
options, including nematodes. Symptoms of 
an infestation include birds digging up the turf 



and circular holes appearing an inch or so 
deep. 

 

https://www.pitchcare.com/ 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pitchcare.com/


Aeration 
   
 
    

Aeration of the cricket square should be considered, 

but only in the right conditions when the soil is moist 

but wet and the tines come out ‘unsmeared’. There is 

clear evidence that aeration provides oxygen for the 

plant and increases root density and depth. On a 

cricket square, we are looking for no heave (lifting of 

the surface) and aeration should be carried out with a 

vertical punch type aerator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Aeration does not decompact a loam soil, but 
it does create healthy growing conditions for 
the plant, i.e. oxygen in, carbon dioxide out. 



Creating spiking holes also helps the roots go 
down into the profile and assists in a more 
densely populated root system. 

• Spiking channels assists in surface drainage 
and helps the prevention of disease 
outbreaks. 

• Vary spiking depths, as spiking at one depth 
continually can create a root break. 

• Do not spike after the end of January, to 
prevent opening of the holes during early 
season pitch preparation. 

• Spiking can help pin together root breaks, 
within the soil profile which can negatively 
affect pitch performance. 

• Look to spike your square once every few 
weeks, if conditions allow. 

• Spiking usually commences around mid-
October/early November once moisture from 
rainfall has softened the profile to depth. 

Winter spiking will create a more drought tolerant and 

hard-wearing plant ahead of the season. 

 

https://www.groundsmanindustries.com/ 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Machinery servicing 
 
 

 

Machinery servicing is always a tough one. For one, it 
isn’t cheap but, with such high demands on our rollers 
and pitch mowers during the season, we have to at 
least consider being proactive, rather than reactive. 

A proactive approach will initially cost more, but if we 
choose to skimp on maintaining the machines surely 
this will only catch up with us, probably at the most 
inconvenient time. 
 

             

 

• Machinery servicing protects the initial 

investment and any future resale value and 

trade in value, along with extending the life of 

the machinery. 



• As a club, you have a duty of care towards those 
who use your machinery and service records are 
proof that you are a taking responsibility for your 
machinery. 

• Focus not purely on the hourly rate of a mechanic, 
but, more importantly, on someone who is 
trustworthy. 

• Don’t hesitate in getting your machines in or 
around Christmas, rather than just before you 
need them. 

• If funds are very tight, prioritise your two most 
important machines for a full service. 

• A service by a trustworthy mechanic on a mower 
will include; cylinder and blade sharpening, 
checking any wear in the bearings, oil and plug 
change, along with checking the tension in any 
belts and chains and recoil starting cord, cleaning 
of the carburettor and much more. 

• Tractor/roller servicing will include changing of 
oils, possibly hydraulic and transmission oils along 
with fuel filters, clutch and handbrake adjustment 
as needed. General greasing of grease points 
throughout is also a must. 

• For a full guide on your machinery servicing 
requirements, check out your operator's manual or 
go online and download it from the manufacturer’s 
website. 



• Servicing will hopefully prevent breakdowns to key 
machinery in their greatest time of use and l am 
sure, like many of us, we only have one of each 
type of machine. 

 

https://www.farol.co.uk/midhurst-contact 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Overseeding 

 

Once a square has been renovated it’s easy to think 
that’s it until next spring; we have to live with the bare 
areas. This is not the case. There is still time in late 
October into early November to get some seed down. 
 

 

 

 

• Once the renovated seed is established, usually 
after a few cuts, and has had a chance to thicken, 
you can consider overseeding any bare areas that 
may be present. 

• As long as air temperatures remain above freezing 
there is always a chance of germination up to 
around mid/late November. 



• The starting point to overseeing is creating 
seed/soil contact via grooves or holes. This can be 
done in a number of ways, including the use of a 
garden fork, ferret (above pic left-hand side) or a 
sarel roller (pic above top right). Every hole is a 
goal when it comes to seeding. Don't overfill the 
hole, but brushing seed into the holes will be of 
benefit. 

• Seeding depths for Perennial Ryegrass is around 
12-15mm deep, the rate will depend on how bare. 
The barer the soil the more seed will be needed, 
up to 70-100 grams a square metre. 

• Avoid seeding if overnight frosts are forecast, and 
don’t put all your eggs into one basket as winter 
seeding can be a bit hit or miss; save some seed for 
a spring overseed.  

• You have nothing to lose by getting some seed 
down, maybe just an hour of your time and a few 
handfuls of seed. 

• For larger areas, germination sheets can be used. 
Just remember to check under them every couple 
of days to prevent long, lush growth that will 
encourage disease. 

 

https://www.lgseeds.co.uk/crops/grass/amenity-

grasses/mm-sports/ 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

https://www.lgseeds.co.uk/crops/grass/amenity-grasses/mm-sports/
https://www.lgseeds.co.uk/crops/grass/amenity-grasses/mm-sports/


Top Tips 

 

• Ensure mower cylinders and rotary blades are 
sharp during autumn/winter cutting to prevent 

tearing of the leaf. 
• Incorporate fe (iron) into your feeding 
programme, based on analysis from your 

(FACTS/BASIS) certificated sale representative. 
• Keep on top of cutting at around 18-22mm; don’t 

assume it won’t grow. 
• Culturally control the build-up of worm casts. 
• Start now, looking into procurement of new 

sheets/cover, non turfs. 
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Sponsors: Please do support them for 
making this resource free!!!! 
 
Ernest Doe (Aldbourne) 
                                     
https://www.ernestdoe.com/branch/albourne/                  

01273 834689    

Grasstex 

https://www.grasstex.co.uk/                                                  

Tel: 01403 823299          

Green Infrastructures ltd 
https://www.greeninfrastructureltd.com/  

01536 791155         

Jason and Sons (sports turf machinery 

repairs) 

Jason Fisher 

0776047489    

Pitchcare.com (fertiliser and seed suppliers, 

groundsman’s tools, BASIS qualified sales team) 

https://www.pitchcare.com 

https://www.pitchcare.com/contact-us 

 

 

https://www.ernestdoe.com/branch
https://www.ernestdoe.com/branch/albourne/
https://www.grasstex.co.uk/
https://www.greeninfrastructureltd.com/
tel:+4401536791155
https://www.pitchcare.c/
https://www.pitchcare.com/contact-us


                                                                                                                                                  

Southern Groundcare Ltd 

(aeration/renovation)  
https://www.southerngroundcare.co.uk/ 

07775 726117 

 

Brushes Northwest ltd  
http://brushesnorthwest.com/   

Brushes@btconnect.com 

 

J. Fisher and Sons, machinery hire 

jasonfisher33@aol.com 

Jason -07760474289   

 

Binder Loams Ltd 

http://www.binderloams.co.uk 

01277 890246   

 

Stuart Canvas (cricket covers)  

https://stuartcanvas.co.uk/cricket/   

 +44 (0)1925 814525   

 

https://www.southerngroundcare.co.uk/
http://brushesnorthwest.com/
mailto:Brushes@btconnect.com
mailto:jasonfisher33@aol.com
http://www.binderloams.co.uk/
https://stuartcanvas.co.uk/cricket/


 

J. Fisher and Sons, machinery 

application consultant 

jasonfisher33@aol.com 

Jason -07760474289 

 

Surrey Loams Ltd (GOSTD)     
https://www.surreyloams.com/  

0800 500 3900 

 

Sussex Saws & Garden Machinery 

Repairs sussexsaws@yahoo.co.uk               

Peter Fiest 

 

SIS Pitches (hybrid surfaces) 

https://www.sispitches.com/         

sales@sispitches.com 

 

 

Weed Management Ltd  

(pest/disease/weeds control) 

http://www.weedmanagement.co.uk/ 

mailto:jasonfisher33@aol.com
https://www.surreyloams.com/
mailto:sussexsaws@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.sispitches.com/
mailto:sales@sispitches.com
http://www.weedmanagement.co.uk/


info@weedmanagement.co.uk 

Collier-Turf-Care 

https://www.collier-turf-care.co.uk  

sales@collier-turf-care.co.uk 

 

Notts Sport - artificial net systems 

http://www.nottssport.co.uk     

info@nottssport.com                                                          

  

mailto:info@weedmanagement.co.uk
https://www.collier-turf-care.co.uk/
mailto:sales@collier-turf-care.co.uk
http://www.nottssport.co.uk/

